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1. Renew timely!!  Your current license expires on Saturday June 30, 2007! 
Renewal applications must be postmarked on or before June 30.   Some post offices 
do not have Saturday business hours or postmark mail on weekends.  Mail dropped 
into mailboxes on the street or at your home may not be postmarked the same day! 
 

Be sure to renew early if you expect to have your license ID card in hand on July 1st. 
Please allow 10 days for the processing of your renewal application and return by mail 
of your license ID card. 
 

Fees this year are: Renewal - $95.00 
   July – August 15 - $95.00 plus $47.50 late fee ($142.50) 
   After August 15 - $180.00 to reinstate an expired license 
 

2. Make sure that you check the name and address printed on the application.  If there 
are errors, or if your name or address has changed, be sure to complete the name/
address change section and provide legal evidence of name changes. 

 

3. If you are considering not renewing your license, read the Status Change section on 
page #2 carefully.  Requests for status changes need to be submitted by the June 30th 
deadline. 

 

4. If you are supervising dietetic technicians, or nutrition assistants be certain to report  
all of the required information – including their name, business address and phone    
number, title used, and the correct exemption that they claim.  This is a good time to 
talk to the exempt persons and let them know that you are reporting to the Board that 
you are supervising them in the practice of dietetics under the applicable exemption. 

 

5. Make sure that you answer both question #1 and #2 in the Continuing Education    
section.  And be sure to attach a certificate of completion to your renewal application 
for the required 1 cpeu in Jurisprudence (law) continuing education. Your application is 
incomplete without the required certificate, and could result in a delay in the issuance 
of your license ID card. 

 

If you have not yet completed the jurisprudence education – don’t panic!  Read the 
article on the other side of this newsletter that describes programs available and the 
on-line jurisprudence modules.  The on-line modules are easy to access, and free of 
charge. 
 

6. Answer all of the legal section questions.  We actually reduced the number from           
7 in previous years to 6 this year!  And don’t forget to sign and date the renewal      
application. 
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Expect Employers of Dietitians to Check for Licenses 
 

The Dietetic Practice Act as established in Chapter 4759 of the Ohio Revised Code is a mandatory practice act, which requires 
dietitians who practice to be licensed. 
 

In Ohio, dietitian licenses expire annually on June 30th.  Practicing dietetics without a valid license, unless otherwise           
exempted, is a violation of Ohio law.  Dietitians who practice prior to issuance of a license, or those who practice on an expired 
license, are subject to sanctions by the Board as set forth in Section 4759.07 of the Ohio Revised Code.  Practice without a 
valid license may also have implications for loss of insurance payments or reimbursement for services. 
 

The Board recommends that all employers verify the license status of dietitians in their employ during July of each year, and 
that individual licensees verify that their renewal application has been processed by the Board if they have not received their 
FY 2008 license ID card by July 1.  This can easily be accomplished at the Board’s website:  www.dietetics.ohio.gov  by using 
the “License Verification” function. 

Don’t Panic… You Still Have Time to Complete Board Approved Jurisprudence Programs 
 

Ohio Board of Dietetics approved Jurisprudence programs are listed on the Board’s Website at www.dietetics.ohio.gov under 
the “Jurisprudence” tab.  Several providers offer continuing education programs related to Jurisprudence that are Board     
approved, including some self-study programs published by the Board that you can complete via an on-line educational site 
called Quia. 
 

To access the on-line jurisprudence modules, go to the OBD website, jot down the Quia code listed for the particular program 
that you want to complete and print off the instructions for enrolling as a student at the Quia website.  Then go to the Quia 
website, enroll as a student and do the module and associated quiz.  Once you have completed and passed the quiz (scoring 
>70%) you can print off the score sheet / certificate of completion .  Sign and date the score sheet / certificate of  
completion and attach a copy of it to your application when renewing your license.  (Keep a copy for your personal records.) 

We Will Miss Cynthia Blocksom ! 
 

Cynthia Blocksom will complete her five-year term on June 30, 2007 as one of the dietitian members of the Ohio Board of  
Dietetics.  Cynthia has graciously shared her time with the Board and worked in many capacities – on the Application          
committee, Education committee, and Probable review panel.  She has held leadership positions as both the Vice Chairman 
and  Chairman of the Board.  Cynthia’s insight and focus will be missed by the Board members and staff, and we wish her   
well as she continues in her professional endeavors at the Cincinnati Health Department. 

Dietitian Board Member Appointment  
 

The Board is anticipating appointment of a new Dietitian member this summer for the term of July 1, 2007 through June 30, 
2012.  If you are interested in this position, please contact either Pat McKnight at the Ohio Dietetic Association (she will be 
recommending persons for appointment) or The Office of Governor Ted Strickland (where Board appointments are made). 

HB 104 – Proposes Criminal Records Check for New Licensees 
 

The Ohio Board of Dietetics and other health regulatory boards are proponents for HB 104, which has recently been            
introduced in the Ohio House of Representatives.  The legislation proposes to require initial licensee applicants to obtain  
criminal records checks from the state Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII) and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI).  The background check information will be provided to the Board and considered when determining a    
person’s eligibility for licensure. 
 

There are two methods for completing the required fingerprints – either by rolling fingerprints at a local law enforcement 
agency and mailing the completed cards to BCII, or by utilizing an electronic fingerprinting company that will submit the prints 
electronically to BCII.  Electronically submitted fingerprints result in faster checks and are less likely to be unreadable.  The 
cost for rolled prints is $39 and electronic prints is $69. 
 

If HB 104 is enacted, the Board will develop rules – including if previous criminal checks can be used, the process for getting 
the fingerprint cards, and the anticipated time that it may take to complete the process, etc.  Current licensees renewing their 
licenses will be exempt from this requirement.  Licensees who have concerns, questions, or who support this bill can contact 
the Sponsor, Representative Tony Core’s office, or the Board office for information on the scheduled hearings for the           
legislation. 
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